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Hello, everyone. My name is Paul 
Hontz from The Startup Foundry. 
In this AppSumo Action Video, I’m 
going to teach you how to use 
WordPress, however you want to 
use it. WordPress is one of the most 
popular tools online to build web-
sites. I loaded up a few example 
sites here, before we get started 
with how to actually install Word-
Press, just so you could see what’s 
possible.

On this site, 9to5mac, they’re using 
WordPress to just have a traditional 
blog format. But if you look at an-
other site, like the New York Times, 
in their blog section, you can see 
that they’re using this more as 
a content management system, 
where there’s actually news that 
gets filtered out, and there’s a little 
bit more structure than just a blog. 
The same thing here on CNN. They 
also use WordPress. I’m just trying 
to show you what’s possible here. 
This is a site called Hypebeast, and 
they also use WordPress, but they 
have a different sort of theme go-

ing on, where it kind of feels like a 
magazine.

There is also Volkswagen that uses 
this on their blog. This is also an-
other example that you can use 
WordPress for, is just as a land-
ing page, before you’ve actually 
launched your startup. So, here is 
just one page where you’d enter 
in your email address, and that’s it. 
These are all different themes, all 
different ways you can use Word-
Press, and I’m going to teach you 
how to make WordPress do what-
ever you want and build your own 
site.

Okay, now the last thing I want to 
show you before we get started 
with installing Word Press is just 
how easy it is to use. So, this is my 
site, The Startup Foundry, and this 
is actually the back end. So, as the 
administrator of this site, this is 
what I’ll see, and this is what you’ll 
see when you set up your own site 
with WordPress.
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Just to show you how easy it is to 
use, whenever I want to add a new 
article, I just go to the post sec-
tion, hit Add New. I put in the title. 
So this is AppSumo Demo. We’ll 
say this is news, and we’ll set up 
the category, say this is just for a 
demo. Let’s say we want to make 
this bold, so we double click it, 
and use this handy shortcut here. 
Then we’ll hit Save Draft, and then 
if we preview this, I’m not going 
to publish it on my site, but if we 
hit Preview, you can see that all of 
the rest of the site is taken care of, 
and it automatically has our con-
tent that we just wrote in here. So, 
insanely easy to use, and the rest 
of the pages are created by Word-
Press. So, let’s get started. You’ll be 
able to do your own version of this 
in no time.

Now, the first thing we need to do 
is actually install WordPress. I like 
to set up WordPress locally on my 
own computer, and then I’ll set it 
up on a server as well. So, if I’m still 
building a site, I like to have it just 

on my personal computer, in this 
case my Mac Book Air, because if 
I’m building themes or if I’m install-
ing custom themes and plug-ins, 
I want to know that everything is 
going to work well locally before I 
push it up to my web server.

So, the first thing we’re going to do 
is get the right environment set up 
so we can even install WordPress. 
I’m on a Mac, and the program I’m 
going to use to do this is MAMP. 
That stands for Mac OS10 Apache 
MySQL PHP. Basically, those are all 
core things that you need to have 
to run WordPress. It’s like an AMP 
stack. You could also put in LAMP, 
for Linux Apache MySQL PHP. 
That’s the most common thing 
if you’re looking for web servers 
online. Then there’s also one for 
Windows called the WAMP. It’s not 
quite as good, but for this case it’ll 
at least get us started.

So, if you’re on Windows, look at 
WAMP. If you’re on OS10, look at 
MAMP. I’m going to go ahead and 
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download this. You can just get the 
traditional one here. Don’t worry 
about the pro. So this is going to 
download. And again, this is only 
if you want to run it locally, but I’d 
highly recommend doing that first. 
It just helps when you’re building 
the site. It’s completely optional, 
but I find it to be extremely helpful. 
So we’re just going to let this go 
ahead and download. The down-
load is just about done.

Now we’re going to decompress 
it. We’ll reveal it in finder and in-
stall it. Actually, I already have this 
installed locally, so I’m not going 
to have to worry about this, but 
it’s very easy. Just hit Continue a 
bunch and agree to a license, and I 
think you have to put in your pass-
word, as well, for your machine, 
but that’s it. MAMP will then be 
installed. So, I’ll give you a couple 
of minutes here. You can pause 
the video and get MAMP or WAMP 
installed.

Okay. So we now have MAMP in-

stalled. We’re going to go ahead 
and run it. So just go to My Appli-
cations, click on MAMP, and then 
here is the actual application. I’m 
going to double click it. You’ll see, 
if everything is looking right, you 
should have a little green next to 
the Apache server and green next 
to MySQL server. This page that 
automatically opened is basically 
a tool that allows you to adminis-
ter your own local server. So you’ll 
see that MySQL password here is 
roots, and my username is Root. So 
you’re going to definitely want to 
change some of that stuff later, but 
just keep that in mind and note 
what that is.

This is basically the environment 
that we need to set up WordPress. 
If everything is good, if you’re able 
to see this site, we’re good to go to 
actually get WordPress. We’re go-
ing to go ahead and go to Word-
Press, and we want to go to .org. 
WordPress.com is different from 
.org. So let me show you the dif-
ference. WordPress.org is an open 
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source project that will actually 
allow you to download WordPress, 
make whatever tweaks you want to 
it, and post it on your own server.

If you go to WordPress.com, this is 
actually a hosted service, built off 
the same code, but you don’t ac-
tually run your own server. There 
aren’t as many tweaks that you can 
do. WordPress.com is okay if you 
just want to have a blog that you 
write about for your family. But if 
you actually want to do something 
really big with it, I’d recommend 
going with WordPress.org, and 
that’s what we’re going to be using 
in this demo.

Again, make sure you go to Word-
Press.org. We’re going to go ahead 
and download the latest version, 
and it’s small; just a couple megs, 
so it should download here pretty 
quick. Yep, it’s already done. I actu-
ally downloaded this right to the 
desktop. So if I open up my desk-
top, you’ll see that it’s automati-
cally extracted itself here, called 

WordPress. We’re going to open up 
another finder window, and we are 
going to navigate to applications. 
We’re going to open up MAMP, and 
there’s a folder called htdocs. We’re 
going to open that up as well.

Now htdocs is what the web server 
in this case, MAMP, is actually serv-
ing up. So this will make a little 
more sense here. Go ahead and 
drag your WordPress folder that 
you just downloaded into the ht-
Docs folder. If you want to see 
the path of it, it might help clarify 
things. So it’s MAMP, htDocs, and 
then WordPress.

If you go back to the page that 
MAMP automatically opens up, 
if you lost it you can open up the 
MAMP application, hit Open Start 
Page. You’ll see that there’s the ad-
dress it’s serving is local host:888. 
So what we’re going to do is delete 
everything after that, and type in 
WordPress. Now what this is point-
ing to is that htdocs folder that 
we just copied WordPress into. So 
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again, looking at finder, you can 
see that it’s in the htDocs folder. If 
you can see this page, then every-
thing’s good to go and we’re ready 
to actually install WordPress.

Okay, we have our server all set 
up and we’re ready to actually go 
and install WordPress. The first 
thing that we’re going to do is go 
back to MAMP here, open up our 
start page, and we’re going to take 
a look at all this user name and 
password, and we’re just going to 
keep this open in a separate tab. If 
we go back to the WordPress here, 
yourlocalhost:888/wordpress, we’ll 
see that it says, hey, there’s an er-
ror. There doesn’t seem to be a wp-
config file. Basically, we haven’t set 
anything up yet. So we’re going to 
go ahead and hit Create a Configu-
ration File, and it’s going to ask us 
for a couple of things. So we’re go-
ing to need a database name, da-
tabase user name, database pass-
word, database host, table prefix, 
all that fun stuff. So let’s get started 
with that.

We’re going to click the “Let’s Go” 
button, and it’s asking for a da-
tabase name. So we’re going to 
go over to MAMP, and we actu-
ally need to create a database for 
WordPress. So all of our posts, like 
all of our content that we write, 
we need to have a place to store it 
and this is where it’s going to go. 
We’re going to click on the “PHP 
My Admin,” we’re going to create 
a new database. We’ll call this one 
AppSumo. You can call it whatever 
you want as long as you match it 
up. We’re going to hit Create.

So basically this is just an empty 
database. It doesn’t have anything 
in it. We’re going to go back here 
and say database name is AppSu-
mo. Then it’s asking for our MySQL 
username. So we’re going to go 
back here, we’re going to click on 
the Start tab. We can see that the 
user name and the password is 
“root.” So the user name root, the 
password is root, and the database 
host, it’s almost always going to 
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be a local host. Even when you are 
doing this on a web server, almost 
like 99% of the time it will be a 
local host. If it’s giving you an er-
ror saying that’s not the right user 
name, check with your host, and 
they’ll have something that will 
point you in the right direction. But 
99% of the time local host is fine.

Table prefix, this just means, in this 
empty database that we created, 
if we want to have multiple Word-
Press installs installed in that data-
base, we could do that by having a 
different prefix. It’s not a huge deal 
that you know this, but for the sake 
of this demonstration, we’ll just say 
AppSumo. So we’re going to hit 
Submit, and it’s all ready to go. So 
it will say you’ve made it through 
this part of the installation, you 
can now talk to the database, blah, 
blah, blah. If there is any problem, 
it will tell you. Most commonly, 
if you do have an issue, it will be 
because the user name isn’t right 
or the password isn’t right. So just 
go back and double check on your 

start page here on MAMP, if you 
have any errors there. So it’s good 
to go, and we are going to hit Run 
the Install.

Everything went great, and now 
it’s just asking us for some more 
information here. All this stuff we 
can change later, but it’s nice to 
just have a basic template set up. 
So we’ll go with AppSumo Word-
Press demo. User name, it’s good to 
change this just because if some-
one’s ever trying to mess with your 
stuff, you don’t want them to know 
a user name, and then they just 
have to guess a password. It’s bet-
ter if they have to guess both. So 
we’ll just say Paul Hontz, but you 
can do whatever you want here. 
Password: appsumo. Then it’s go-
ing to ask for my e-mail address, so 
we’ll do Paul@thestartupfoundry.
com. Then we’re going to hit Install 
WordPress. So it will say awesome, 
you did it, and WordPress is in-
stalled.

We’re going to go ahead and click 
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this button. This is going to log us 
into the back end of the site. My 
username is Paul Hontz. My pass-
word was appsumo. Going to hit 
Remember Me just to make it easi-
er, and then I’m going to hit Login. 
Now, this is the back end of Word-
Press. So if we actually want to see 
the site, we’re going to go ahead 
and click on this link, and I’m going 
to open it up in a new tab just so 
that I can flip back to this one easi-
er. You’ll see that here’s our site, Ap-
pSumo WordPress Demo. It looks 
pretty clean, and this is just the 
basic template that is set up. This 
is what we’re working with. This 
is our own site. It’s running locally 
on our computer, and now we can 
start having fun with WordPress.

Just that like that we have our own 
site set up. That’s like what, 10 or 
15 minutes. So WordPress is just 
insanely fast. Let’s go ahead and 
let me show you some of the basic 
mechanics of WordPress, and then 
we’ll go ahead and start tweaking 
the theme. We’ll add some plug-ins 

to extend the functionality. But it 
would be good if you guys just un-
derstood the basics of WordPress 
first.

So, again, we’re in the WordPress 
directory. MAMP is up and you’ll 
notice, to get to the back end, we 
add this little wp-admin link. Let’s 
say I have logged out, like it’s been 
a couple of days since I installed 
this, and I go to WordPress, my lo-
cal server on MAMP and then /
wordpress. You might get stuck, 
like how do I access that back end, 
like I want to add another post, 
and you wouldn’t be able to un-
less you log in. So, we’re going to 
go ahead and go to wp-admin and 
then we’re going to hit enter and 
it’ll ask you to log in. So, we’ll log 
in Paul Hontz, appsumo and then 
we’ll log in.

So this brings us back to where we 
were previously. Let’s take a look 
at our site over here. So this is just 
the demo post that it puts in here 
- Hello world, welcome to Word-
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Press, blah, blah, blah. Now, we 
don’t want to have that there, like 
we want to actually add our own 
content. This is a post. So we’re go-
ing to click over here, in the Admin 
section, click on Post, and we’re 
just going to trash this, like it’s 
junk, we don’t need it. So we’re go-
ing to hit Add New Post, because 
we want to add our own content, 
and we’re going to give it a title. 
So this is in the AppSumo Demo. 
Our own awesome content would 
go here. This is the basic editor. 
You can go ahead and make things 
bold or italic, pretty basic stuff 
here. You can add links. Let’s say we 
wanted to go to add a link to our 
Twitter page, you can do that and 
it’s all taken care of. This is insanely 
fast to pump out great content in.

Looking at categories, let’s say we 
want to organize our site. This is 
what I do on The Startup Foundry. 
I’ll have a category for startups that 
are totally bootstrapped. I’ll have a 
category for ones that have taken 
some VC money. It’s just nice to be 

able to filter things out. You don’t 
have to do this, but it’s kind of nice. 
We’ll just say this is a news post, 
and if there’s ever something that 
doesn’t quite fit into a category, 
you can add another one here or 
click Uncategorized. But, you know, 
like pretty, pretty basic stuff. We 
can also add a tag here, and this is 
really useful down the line if you 
want to connect similar pieces of 
content. Let’s say that I talk about 
this new iPhone app that I found, 
like I would add, we’ll just say app, 
and it’s for small biz.

I’ll add these tags, and in the fu-
ture, anytime that I reference ei-
ther app or small biz, it’ll link back 
to this post. You don’t have to do 
it, but it’s nice for future posts. We 
have this looking the way we want 
it. We’re going to go ahead and hit 
Publish. So if we go back to our 
homepage and we refresh, you’ll 
see this is an AppSumo Demo. Our 
own awesome content would go 
here and that’s a link. Just like that, 
our site is up.
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We’re going to go ahead and add 
another post. Just another quick 
example and we’ll say that this is 
news, publish it, go back to our 
page and refresh it. You’ll see that 
it’s just gone right on top of it. It’s 
really nice to be able to just worry 
about the content on the back 
end and let the theme take care 
of styling it. You can see that the 
titles are all styled the same way, 
the contents the same way, when 
it’s posted is the same. It’s nice 
with WordPress, you don’t have to 
worry about configuring each and 
every post; you just have to worry 
about putting in the content. We’ll 
talk about how we can tweak more 
of that stuff when we talk about 
themes, but for now that’s the ba-
sics on creating a post.

The next thing we want to do is 
click back on our administration 
tab, the back end, and we’re go-
ing to look at something called a 
page. Right now, you can think of 
posts as a way to have rapid con-

tent, so if you’re thinking about in a 
blog format, almost all bog articles 
would be a post. But if you want to 
have a contact us page, that would 
be a page instead of a post. Pages 
are out the loop that you would 
constantly be adding new things 
to.

Let’s create an About Us page. Say 
my name is Paul Hontz. We’ll say I 
run the Startup Foundry, I can be 
reached at 555-5555, lots of fives. 
So, we want basic contact informa-
tion here. We’re going to go ahead 
and hit publish and we’ll hit view 
page and here it is. Now, you’ll no-
tice that it automatically added it 
right up, so we have Home, which 
will take us to our articles; we have 
an About Us page that we just cre-
ated; and a Sample page that came 
with the WordPress install. This is 
just the way the theme is set up, 
we could change that later if we 
wanted to but for now it’s not a big 
deal. Pages and posts are the main 
way that you’re going to be put-
ting new content onto your site. 
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Keep that in the back of your mind 
and we’re going to get started 
with actually styling some of these 
things differently.

Now, two other things that I want 
to show you before we move on. If 
you notice on our page here that 
we’ve created, we have a side bar 
here that has archives and meta. 
So let’s say we want to tweak some 
of this stuff, you can do it very 
quickly by clicking on appearance 
in the back end and then click on 
Widgets. Right now, we don’t have 
anything in the main sidebar, and 
since we don’t have anything there 
the theme defaults to just adding 
archives and meta information.

But we want to customize this. So, 
we are going to drag some of these 
Widgets over, let’s say we want to 
add a calendar, just click and drag, 
save it. We want to add catego-
ries like we created for our posts, 
save that. Let’s say we want to add 
meta-information, like our current 
side bar does. So, we’re going to 

save that as well. Now, we go back 
to our site, refresh it, and all the 
Widgets that we added are now 
right here.

Now, let’s say we’re looking at this 
site and we say, ah, you know, we 
don’t want that information there. 
To get rid of it you just click, drag 
it off, and you’re good. So, we’ll 
refresh the page, and it’s gone. So, 
WordPress lets you create your 
own sidebar really, really quickly. 
There are tons of different wid-
gets you can add. Let’s see, there’s 
one for the most recent post. That 
might be a good one. We’ll add 
that; save it, you’re good to go. So, 
definitely check out the widgets 
and figure out if you want to tweak 
anything there.

The last thing that I want to 
change before we move on to cus-
tom themes and plug-ins is, if you 
go onto our main page here, you’ll 
see it has our title, which is AppSu-
mo WordPress Demo. But then the 
tag line is just another Word Press 
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site. That’s not a very good tag line. 
We want to have, say, Daily Deals 
for Web Geeks. So, we’re going to 
change that by going in our back 
end, clicking on settings, and just 
under the general section, you can 
see our site title, and here’s our tag 
line. And we want to change this 
to Daily Deals for Web Geeks. Cool. 
So, we have that set.

Let me just quickly point this out, 
don’t change these two variables, 
the WordPress editors URL, or the 
site address URL, unless you know 
exactly what you’re doing. It’s very 
easy to get something messed 
up, here. And you can change it if 
you know what you’re doing, but 
don’t mess with it for now. You’re 
also able to change your time 
zone, and this isn’t the right time 
zone so I’ll change that. And we 
want the week to start on Sunday, 
instead of Monday. So we’ll save 
changes, and we go back here and 
refresh the page, and our tag line 
is changed to Daily Deals for Web 
Geeks. Just some other little tricks 

there that’ll get you started.

So, now let’s start talking about 
theme. Now we have our site set 
up, and we’re starting to add some 
content. But let’s say that we want 
to completely change the look of 
our site. We’re going do this with a 
theme. So, we’re going to go back 
to our WordPress dashboard, in the 
back end, and click on appearance, 
themes, and then we’re going to 
go to install themes. Now, let’s say 
that we want to look at some fea-
tured themes. So we’re going to go 
ahead and click featured, and you 
can see some themes here that we 
can get for free. Some WordPress 
themes are totally free. I think all 
of them installed through this in-
terface are. But then there are also 
some themes that you can buy 
online, but for now we’ll just look 
at free stuff. And I’ll show you some 
pay themes later.

This theme looks nice. Why don’t 
we install it? So, it gives us some 
information about it; we’ll tell it 
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to install now. And it’ll automati-
cally download this right into 
your WordPress directory. We can 
preview it, activate it, or return to 
theme installer. We’re just going 
to return to the installer. And then 
let’s add one more theme, here, 
and I’ll show you how to change 
between them. We’ll go with fea-
tured themes again. And this one 
looks good; why don’t we install 
it? Okay, so we installed those two 
themes.

Let’s click back on themes, here. 
And if we scroll down, you can see 
all the available themes. So let’s 
say we want to activate this and 
see how it looks. Hit activate, and 
if we go to our front page and we 
refresh it, you can see that it has 
automatically taken our title, which 
was AppSumo WordPress Demo, 
and then added Daily Deals for 
Web Geeks underneath it. And you 
can see our titles are all styled, our 
whole posts are titled, and even 
our pages are styled here as well.

You can see that our widgets that 
we set earlier are here, as well, that 
carried through. This is a good 
looking site, but I want to tweak it 
a little bit more. What about that 
other theme that we got? We’re 
going to go over here and hit ac-
tivate. We switched back to back 
end, and we’re going to hit activate 
on this theme. We’ll go to our site 
and refresh it and just like that you 
can change your theme. I think I 
like the other one better, so let’s go 
back and activate this. Now there 
are just tons and tons of themes. If 
we go back through the back end, 
hit install themes and we look at, 
like you can say you want to pick 
a dark theme, maybe you want a 
theme that has a lot of pink in it, 
and it should have two columns. 
We find themes and there you go. 
So you have all sorts of different 
options with these themes.

Another thing that you can do, if 
you go to, if you just Google this, 
you can find some themes for sale. 
So, Theme Force is a popular one, 



Learning Wordpress

www.appsumo.com 14

I know this is a sponsored post, 
but their popular. Then, why don’t 
we just browse through this. You 
want to be careful when you find 
themes on-line because some of 
them can be contaminated and 
have a bunch of links to other web-
sites, so make sure you get it from 
a reputable source. If you’re go-
ing to buy a theme, Theme Force 
is great. As well as Theme Force, 
there’s all sorts of WooThemes. 
WooThemes is pretty popular, their 
pretty cheap. So if you want to go 
the paid route this is a good way to 
go. They do have some free ones 
as well. Why don’t we click on this, 
this one looks good.

Let’s say we want to add a theme 
that’s not found with the Word-
Press back end. We’re going to 
go ahead and download this free 
theme from WooThemes, so we’ll 
hit download this free theme. And 
then I’m just going to quick reg-
ister here. Okay, so I registered 
and this is now downloading, and 
it’s automatically decompressed. 

I downloaded this right to my 
desktop. I have the theme, which 
is called Swatch, and so I’m going 
to go ahead and open up a new 
finder window and browse to my 
main directory. So I’m going to 
click on applications, go down to 
MAMP, go to htdocs, and I’m going 
to go down to WordPress. Word-
Press stores all of it’s themes in wp-
content folder, so we’re going to 
click there and then a folder called 
Themes.

We’ll click on that and you can see 
this is the default theme that Word-
Press came with, this is the one 
that we downloaded and this is the 
other one that we downloaded. To 
install a theme, all you have to do 
is drag it, drag the folder over into 
the theme directory in wp-content. 
If we go back to our WordPress 
install and click on themes, you can 
see that Swatch is right there. We’re 
going to go ahead and hit activate. 
Then they give you some more op-
tions that you can do as well. Some 
themes will do this, most won’t but 
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some do. We’re going to go ahead 
and refresh the page and you can 
see that we have a great look-
ing site. Just by adding our own 
theme. You have tons and tons of 
flexibility with themes.

The next thing that I want to show 
you is how to use plug-ins to ex-
tend you’re site. Before I do that 
though, I am going to go ahead 
and switch our theme back to just 
one of the ones that ships with it, 
just so that everybody is on the 
same page. You’ll also notice that 
Swatch theme we just installed 
added its own options here, but 
we can just ignore that for now. 
So, we’ll click on appearance, go to 
themes and we are just going to 
go, we’ll select the 2011 1.2 by the 
WordPress team. Activate that, re-
fresh and our page and we’re back 
to where we were.

So, now let’s start looking at some 
plug-ins. Plug-ins are great to ex-
tend the original capabilities of 
WordPress. A lot of times you’ll see 

that a Facebook buttons, and I’ll 
show you on my site, the ‘like’ box-
es, or the ability to tweet out an 
article, or have a like button there, 
and a lot of that’s done by plug-ins. 
You can do it manually, but a lot 
of the times someone else has al-
ready gone to the trouble of build-
ing that. So, there’s no sense in you 
having to record it yourself.

You’re going to go on the back 
end, and go ahead a click on plug-
ins. And let’s look at adding the 
Facebook Like box. So, we’ll hit add 
new, and again you want to be 
careful about which plug-ins you 
install, because if you install one 
from a place that’s not reputable it 
could be contaminated. Let’s look 
at some of the featured ones first, 
just to get a look at what we could 
do. WPtouch is a popular one, if 
you visit it from a mobile browser, 
like an iPhone or iPad, it will give 
you a mobile interface.

WP Super Cache is one that I re-
ally like. It’s useful if you get on the 
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front page of [Read It], or Slashdot, 
or Hacker News, or something like 
that, where they’re sending a lot 
of traffic. You absolutely need to 
install this spool. We’ll talk about 
that later. And it looks like a Twitter 
Widget’s popular. Let’s go ahead 
and keep looking for our Facebook 
one. So we’ll click on search; and 
we’re back at our search page.

Let’s look for a Facebook Like box. 
This one has fairly good ratings, so 
we’ll go ahead. Ah, but it’s a point 
one version. We’ll try this one, as it 
looks like it’s developed a little bit 
more. This will automatically install, 
just like the themes would, and if 
you go to your applications and go 
to MAMP and you’ll go to htdocs, 
into your WordPress Install, and 
to WP Content, and click on plug-
ins, you’ll see that it’s downloaded 
right there. So, you don’t have to 
worry about that too much right 
now, but it’s good to just under-
stand how things are working.

So, were going to activate the 

plug-in, and yes, it looks like we’re 
good to go here. We’ll look around 
a little bit. It looks like it might be 
a widget, so we’ll click on widgets, 
and here it is. The Facebook Like 
Box Widget. We’re going to click 
and drag this over, and it’ll ask us 
for the title, Like Us on Facebook. 
This is just the generic profile, or 
Facebook Page ID, the URL. It looks 
like there’s some other signs that 
you can set here, but we’ll just go 
ahead and hit save, and just let 
the default thing happen here. It’s 
probably just a link back to the 
developer’s page; go over here and 
refresh.

There we have our new Facebook 
button. So, obviously, we need to 
tweak this, as it’s a little bit wider 
than the sidebar. We can go back 
here and change the width or 
make it fit a little bit better. We’ll go 
ahead and try that. Save it, refresh, 
over here, and then that fits. So you 
could go and change all the stuff. 
The basic premise of the plug-in is 
just extending Word Press original 



Learning Wordpress

www.appsumo.com 17

capabilities.

The other thing that I was talking 
about earlier was adding a plug-
in, so we’ll go back to the back 
end here. And this is one that you 
should have no matter what. So 
we’re going to add a new one, and 
add Super Cache. WordPress is an 
application that runs on your serv-
er, and for each page that some-
one visits, you have to make it, like 
WordPress will build it dynamically. 
So it can take a lot of processing 
power. With this WP Super Cache 
plug-in, is if a ton of people visit 
the same page it will cache it and 
just serve a static version of the file 
so WordPress doesn’t have to work 
too hard. So this is important if you 
get a lot of traffic in a short amount 
of time and you don’t want your 
server to fall over.

We’re going to go ahead and install 
this. It’s incredibly easy to install so 
there’s really no reason not to run 
it. Click activate plug-in. It will say 
hey super cache is disabled please 

go to the plug-in admin page to 
enable caching. So we’ll click it 
and then it’s asking us to set up a 
custom permalink structure so go 
here, we’ll just say it, pick a basic 
day and name thing. Save changes. 
So whenever you hit a problem, 
WordPress will pretty much walk 
you through what you need to do. 
So this is saying instead of hav-
ing all of our posts set like in this 
format, it gives it a little bit more 
structure and that’s what super 
cache needs to do its thing.

We’ll save the changes, go over 
here to settings, click on WP Su-
per Cache and we’re going to turn 
caching on and we’re going to hit 
update status and it’s good to go. 
So with, this is the same plug-in 
that I use. We had over 30,000 peo-
ple view one article in one day and 
our server was strong. If I tried to 
do that without caching, this serv-
er would have been down within 
20 minutes. So definitely do this if 
you’re expecting decent traffic.
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There’s also plug-ins for Twitter and 
some other things as well but just 
be careful again on what you in-
stall.

Let’s tie it all together. Right now 
we just have a pretty plain looking 
site. I went ahead and added a few 
articles that I had written to fill the 
site out more. But let’s go ahead 
and use what we learned. We are 
going to go ahead and change our 
theme to this one that we down-
loaded earlier. We are going to use 
our custom settings here that we 
have pulled in, and it should all be 
saved. And we’re going to go and 
refresh the page. And just like that, 
all of the things that we’ve added 
are here. So we have the custom 
theme, we have the sidebar that 
we designed, and we have the 
Facebook plug-in.

So we have a fully functional site 
now. The problem is, this is run-
ning on our local machine. This is 
our, still on local host. I like to run 
my initial installs locally because 

you can change files easy, you’re in 
complete control. You don’t have 
to pay a hosting company to do 
this, this is all completely free. But 
what happens if you want to take 
this to the next level and have this 
actually available online.

To do that you are going to need 
a hosting provider. My personal 
favorite is MediaTemple.net. It can 
be a little bit pricey for WordPress 
compared to some other hosts 
that you can select. They’re $20 a 
month. I hesitate to point you in 
this direction but GoDaddy is su-
per cheap. They’re not my favorite, 
they’re a little bit shady, but they 
could get you up and running very 
cheaply. But if you’re a nerd chanc-
es are you probably already have 
your own favorite hosting com-
pany.

So if you’re not sure just Google 
around, look at some reviews. But 
those two will at least get you 
started. So what you’re going to do 
is you’re going to set up your own 
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hosting provider and you’re going 
to go and install Word Press exactly 
how we did in the first few steps. 
You’re not going to have to install 
your own MAMP or lamp stack or 
WAMP stack because that will al-
ready be there on the server. You 
just start by installing Word Press. 
So after you do that you set up 
your SQL user name and password 
and all that stuff, you go ahead and 
install WordPress again.

So when you do that you’re going 
to have nothing on your WordPress 
installed. It will be like starting 
from scratch. If you already have 
files locally, like we’ve been work-
ing on, you can go ahead and you 
would ftpd your server and you 
would go to your, right here to 
your MAMP directory htdocs.word-
press.wp-content, plug-ins and 
themes, because these are the two 
things that we’ve been adding. You 
would copy any of these themes 
that you wanted over to your FTP 
server, same with your plug-ins.

Then you’d make sure that they’re 
activated and you’d select them 
under the themes and under your 
plug-ins. Make sure they’re ac-
tivated. Then you’d want to pull 
the content that you’d written out 
here. In this example I’ve written 
two more articles here just to for 
examples sake. You would want to 
export your content. We’d select 
“All Content” so all the posts, pag-
es, pictures, all that stuff, and we’d 
hit Download Export file. It’s going 
to be really small, just a couple of 
kilobits probably. Then you’re good 
to go.

On your web server you would just 
have a blank WordPress installed 
but you’d go down to tools and 
you would hit Import. So you’re im-
porting another WordPress file so 
you’d hit WordPress, choose file, se-
lect it, choose Upload File and Im-
port. It will say, “The author of you 
local install is Paul Hontz. Do you 
want to assign a new user name 
or assign it to another user?” I also 
have a Paul Hontz user on this ac-
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count, so I’ll do that, then Submit, 
and I have it. So if I go back here to 
the site and you can see that all my 
stuff is copied in.

So if you do things this way you 
don’t have to pay for a server until 
you’re actually ready to launch, so 
it’s kind of a nice trick. It’s also nice 
if you ever want to test something 
that you’re not sure if it’s going to 
work our not locally before you 

push it out to thousands of people.

So that concludes this AppSumo 
Action video on WordPress. You 
should be good to go on build-
ing a really great looking sites very 
quickly and feel free to shoot me 
an email at Paul@thestartupfound-
ry.com. I’d love to see what you’re 
building with WordPress. Thanks 
and have a good one.


